
It all started with sweet peas 
After 50 years dedicated and distinguished service to the 
horticultural industry as an independent Plant Breeder and 
Propagator, it was entirely appropriate that Peter Moore from 
Longstock, near Stockbridge, Hampshire should have been 
announced as the winner of The Lifetime Achievement Award at 
The Grower of The Year Awards 2011, writes Bill Sherer.�
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Peter has come a long way since, at the age of nine, he asked his parents if he could start a small plot in the 

family garden to grow sweetpeas. He is now semi-retired, allowing him more time to develop his own plant 
breeding interests from his home. All new hybrids being developed are intensively trialled in Peter’s garden in 
Longstock. 
“I am pleased with how I have been able to develop Buddleja over the years. Its one of my favourite plants,” he 
explains. The Buddleja Silver Anniversary variety, bred by Peter, was launched in 2005. 



At Longstock Park Nursery (part of the Leckford Estate owned and managed by Waitrose ) he is the custodian 
for the Nursery’s National Plant Collections (NPC) of Buddleja run by The National Council for the 
Conservation of Plants and Gardens (NCCPG). The NPC scheme encourages both nurseries and individuals 
to build a comprehensive collection of one group of plants. “It’s rewarding looking after the National Buddleja 
collection at Longstock Park Nursery, not least in terms of regular, personal contact with amateur gardeners who 
wish to learn more,” he says. 
Peter is aiming to produce Buddleja capable of flowering for longer without seeding and future priorities will 
include the development of a yellow flowered Buddleja davidii. 
Hampshire Butterfly Conservation’s ‘Save our Butterflies’ event is being held at Longstock Park Nursery on 6-7 
August when Peter will lead visitors on tours of the Buddleja Collection in highlighting the success of the plant in 
supporting butterflies and bees. 
Peter Moore has developed seven new Buddlejas, such as davidii Sugar Plum, weyeriana Pink Pagoda, named 
by Roy Lancaster , and Longstock Pride, whilst his other plant launches include a Cotinus - Dusky Maiden; 
Oenotheras - Give-me Sunshine, and Philadelphus - Dainty Lady, both new for 2011; and a Spiraea - Sparkling 
Champagne in 2010. He has also developed a compact Skimmia that grows in sun and has large flowers and 
Aucuba Golden Girl, with good variegation which is compact with large berries, yet to be released. 

 
The Buddleja Silver Anniversary, bred by Peter, was l aunched in 2005. 
 
His Choisya - Aztec Pearl has been in the top ten UK shrub sellers for many years. “I had been trying for ten 
years to create a gold-leaved version of Aztec Pearl with the help of other colleagues in the industry. Then in 
1997, just as I was giving up, one solitary gold leaf appeared in a plug tray of 40 seedlings,” he explained. First 
marketed in 2000 by Liss Forest Nursery , Choisya Goldfingers (Limo) is now a successful patio plant in its own 
right. 
In 1961 Peter Moore started working for Hillier Nurseries , north of Southampton, where his mentors were the 
legendary propagators Vic Pawlowski and Peter Dummer . “I owe much to Peter and learned a great deal from 
him,” he said. “Things were very different then, scrubbing clay pots with Jeyes fluid. I also recollect spending 
many hours double digging and undertaking mile upon mile of hand watering. Its all very much more civilised 
today, thank goodness!” 
In 1969 he moved to a new propagation unit next to Hillier Arboretum with responsibility for seeds and cuttings 
that arrived regularly, almost daily, from every corner of the globe. It was during this period that his hobby, 
spending many hours in the garden trialling plants for release to the trade, came to fruition with the successful 
launch of Choisya Aztec Pearl. 
Peter has helped develop various other plants, including Hebe, which are being trialled by Lowaters Nursery 
and Seiont Nurseries . He also currently has a new Antirrhinum in tissue culture from Ireland on behalf of 
Plantipp Holland for markets in Europe as well as the USA. 
Strong marketing is integral to the success of Peter Moore’s business. In 2007 he launched his own website 
www.bredbypetermoore.co.uk to market his plants worldwide. 



It also lists his stockists and agents in every country where he is represented. This initiative has been very 
successful and a glance at his website shows the considerable number of overseas agents who regularly visit his 
home, in both a business and social context. 
He began work at Waitrose’s Longstock Park Nursery in 1997 as the Propagator and in 2000 was made 
Assistant Manager. Between 2000 and 2008 he worked with Genesis Plant Marketing and then in 2009 joined 
ProVar (Protected Varieties Limited), a not-for profit organisation which assists growers in obtaining licences and 
for breeders to collect plant royalties through Plant Breeders’ Rights ( PBR ). 
“Taking out PBR is vital for successful marketing,” he explains. If this is not feasible, plants are marketed as 
nonprotected varieties, through a nominal marketing commission, until they become available in quantity to the 
trade. For successful international marketing, memorable cultivar names are essential. 
Peter Moore prefers to prepare flowers by the removal of the stamens and then bagging it, thus preventing 
crosspollination. Some competitors believe it is better to leave it to the bees. 
His key principles, which have stood him in good stead over the years, include the production of plants and 
shrubs that; flower longer, produce bushy plants with minimum pruning, reduce growers costs, and outgrow their 
competitors. 
Examples of those principles include Choisya x dewitteana White Dazzler (Londaz) which is capable of producing 
a bushier plant than Aztec Pearl. White Dazzler is also more suitable for small, suburban gardens and patios, 
with the consequent potential for high sales, and represents a better type plant for today’s gardener. Another 
success is Cotinus Dusky Maiden (Londus) which improves through pruning, the final result being good, strong 
bushy plants for garden centres. 

 
Dusky Maiden (Londus) a strong bushy plant. 
 
In his Grower Lifetime Achievement Award 2011 acceptance speech, Peter Moore revealed that he had 
personally set up a charitable trust to benefit several charities with royalties raised through sales of his plants. 
“It’s a positive way of putting something back from the business I have worked in and enjoyed so much whilst 
supporting those who are suffering and less fortunate than myself,” he explained. Typical examples of charities 
that will benefit include The National Trust, The Motor Neurone Disease Assoc iation and The Royal 
Horticultural Society. Two of Peter’s closest friends have become trustees of the fund and £20,000 has already 
been ear-marked to ensure that the Trust is set up in the best possible way with due diligence and legal standing. 
“My solicitor friend has calculated that the charities chosen will benefit financially for at least the next thirty years.” 
This income will come from plants Peter is already marketing and those in the pipeline. 



Statements from the eight industry experts in support of Peter Moore’s Lifetime Award bear testament to his 
expertise and skills. For example, one said that his superb plants can be seen in any typical urban environment, 
reflecting their success, popularity and suitability in gardens throughout the UK. 
“The gardening market is a good natural selector. For a plant to continue selling long term it has to be proven by 
nurseries, garden centres and gardeners to be worth growing. I am sure that we will see Peter’s plants around for 
many years to come,” explained Charles Carr, Lowaters Nursery , Southampton, in his supporting statement. 
“Peter’s variety of Weigela, called ` Dark Horse’, is a fine example of his work. Dark Horse thrives in regions that 
routinely experience –40 degrees, and the dark foliage looks at its best in the full sun of a continental spring 
summer. The sheer performance of Dark Horse will ensure its long term success - a true ‘dark horse’ - little 
known initially, but emerging into prominence as we approach half a million plants sold in the USA,” wrote Geoff 
Needham, Planthaven Inc . Santa Barbara, California in his supporting statement on behalf of Peter. 
“We exhibited your Choisya White Dazzler on our stand at a recent exhibition in Tokyo. Your fantastic plant 
breeding work contributes to horticulture worldwide and makes people feel happy in their gardens,” wrote Reinier 
van Rijssen, Plantipp BV , Holland in his supporting statement. Plantipp BV is the company responsible for the 
collection of Peter Moore’s royalties on the continent. 
“My main marketing thrust during the foreseeable future, supported by my website, is to focus on Europe,” says 
Peter. It seems probable that Peter will add to the 20 new plants he has already created and thus further 
enhance his already distinguished profile within the horticultural industry.  


